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to re-establish everything that had come to
seem clearly false, by some ingenious change
of front or some twist of dialectic. Its
siibject-matter is not so much what is known
of the world, as what often very ignorant
philosophers have said in answer to one
another; or else, when the age is out of
patience with scholasticism, orthodoxy may
take refuge in intuition, and for fear of the
letter without the spirit, may excuse itself
from considering at all what is logical or
probable, in order to embrace whatever
seems most welcome and comforting. The
sweet homilies of the professors then become
clerical, genteel, and feminine.

Harvard College had been founded to
rear puritan divines, and as Calvinism gradu-
ally dissolved, it left a void there and as it
were a mould, which a philosophy expressing
the same instincts in a world intellectually
transformed could flow into and fill almost
without knowing it. Corporate bodies are
like persons, long vaguely swayed by early
impressions they may have forgotten. Even
when changes come over the spirit of their
dream, a sense of the mission to which they
were first dedicated lingers about them, and